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formerly would have swollen the ranks of the two older
parties but to-day, having been brought up on Labour"
propaganda, will normally vote Labour. This voter must
necessarily come forward in ever-increasing numbers, and
every year will add to Labour's strength. This is the
explanation of recent by-elections when, although many
Socialists have been too disillusioned to vote, the Labour
figures have kept up in a striking manner. The next few
years should be full of interest, and the eyes of all students
of foreign politics must perforce centre on Russia.
The five-year plan is still heading towards fulfilment,
and if that succeeds it will mean that Russia is capable
of producing all her own needs and being economically
independent of Europe. Then will begin the raising of
the standard of living of her workers, and once that reaches
and surpasses European standards the fun will begin.
Germany, undoubtedly, will turn Communist, and France's
reaction to this may be disastrous for the peace of Europe.
If, on the other hand, the five-year plan does not succeed,
there is no reason why it should not do so in six, seven or
ten years.
Capitalism as we have known it since the industrial
revolution is giving way, but it is too early to tell what
will take its place. State Socialism seems, at the moment,
to be the next step; but much depends on Russia.
In the United States of America the constant persecu-
tion of Radical sentiment must eventually have its effect,
but whether that heterogeneous collection of races will
eternally remain united under a system of capitalism or
break out into violence and secession is a moot point and
worthy of speculation.
That there is strange justice for Radicals in the U.S.A.
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